
Module 6
Assessing the reading skills and 

competences of the 
“Connected Readers”



Lesson Structure

1. Nature and purpose of assessment

2. Assessing 21st century skills

3. Applying assessment to the RT project



Upon completing this module, teachers are 
expected to:

Adopt formal and informal 
methods of assessment to 
evaluate the reading skills of 
students as ‘connected readers’

Use a variety of digital and non-
digital assessment formats and be 
aware of their benefits and 
drawbacks

Adopt formal and informal 
methods of assessment to 
evaluate students’ attitudes 
towards reading

Provide examples of tools 
for playful assessment of 
connected readers

Include 21st century skills in 
relation to assessment and  
the ReadTwinning approach

Use digital technologies and 
digital assessment tools to 
monitor and reflect on 
the learning process and on 
students' progress



1. Nature and 
Purpose of 
Assessment



Rethinking assessment in the 
context of ReadTwinning

• How should assessment be presented in the context of ReadTwinning? 
➢ Students should see (the) assessment as something that is fun: playful assessment! 
➢ Assessment should be viewed as a form of identifying progress and not a form of 

judgement
➢ Watch: Assessment For Learning vs. Assessment Of Learning
➢ This is a challenge in the context of the RT project due to the tension between 

assessment as a formative practice vs. RT which is based on reading for fun and pleasure
➢ Teachers should take care when presenting the assessment to students in order to avoid:

a) deviation from the informal approach of RT (which does not contribute towards 
formal grades)

b) students seeing this as part of a school duty.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_wvRJyTExVU


Online/digital assessment

• What are the benefits and drawbacks of online/digital assessment?

➢ Benefits: provides immediate and frequent feedback; there are several tech tools that 
enable timely, relevant, flexible and action-oriented feedback, inserting comments directly 
in the margins of students' writing, as well as voice-to-text tools or visual tools; 
students are able to act as self-guided learners; students have online assessment tools and 
feedback available to them at all times; online assessment helps promote 21st century 
skills (communication, collaboration, critical thinking, digital competencies)

➢Challenges: students and teachers may not have the necessary skills required to use the 
technology; students may have differing abilities to use the online assessment tools 
thereby impacting on their assessment as well as on how they benefit from these tools; 
how do you assess ‘connected readers’?



Playful assessment

• What is playful assessment?
➢Incorporates elements of fun and participation during evaluation

➢Authentic: ‘in that the interactions feel relevant and students know why they are using 
them’

➢‘A tool to help students learn and progress, rather than as a threat or ultimatum’

➢‘Formative assessments that are woven throughout learning experiences rather than 
interrupting the flow of an activity’

➢Allows for multidimensional evaluation of learners' decisions, actions and behaviors while 
they interact with each other during educational activities.

(Playful Journey Lab, MIT)



Playful assessment

• What is playful assessment?
➢Puts ‘learners in situations where they must use their skills and demonstrate their abilities, rather 

than simply answer questions about them. In this way, the assessments can track a variety of skills 
beyond traditional content knowledge’.

➢Educators need to:

- understand where assessment data is coming from

- how to interpret this data

- how to act on it

- be able to create their own playful assessments.

(Playful Journey Lab, MIT)

• Watch: How to get into Play-Based Learning: Part 4 - Assessment in a Playful Classroom

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=65NMWwvjL5o


2. Assessing 21st

century skills



21st century skills

Activity: ask teachers to write which, in their opinion, are the

3 most important skills of the 21st century either using a word

cloud ( using e.g. a Poll Everywhere account or a mentimeter

account).

Discussion Time: Why do these skills matter? How do they 

relate to the ReadTwinning project?



21st century skills

• What are 21st century skills and why do they matter?

➢Creativity; Communication; Collaboration; Critical thinking; Problem-solving; 
Empathy; Seeing connections and systems- thinking; inter-personal skills

➢The sort of skills that are going to be particularly necessary and significant 
because of all the changes – especially the technological – that are taking place in 
the 21st century.

➢This does not necessarily mean they are ‘new’ as such. So there is no need to 
reinvent the wheel. Instead of teaching the ‘what’, educators teach the ‘how’.



Assessing 21st century skills
• Watch: Why is self-assessment and peer feedback important? An introduction to the 

‘Ladder of Feedback’ Peer Assessment: Reflections from Students and Teachers

• Watch: Self-Assessment: Reflections from Students and Teachers

• Discussion questions (plenary): 
➢Do you agree that self-assessment and peer feedback are important? What are your 

own experiences and reflections on their use?

➢ What other ideas/ recommendations do you have beyond peer assessment and self-
assessment?

➢What are some of the challenges of 21st century assessment?

• Break out rooms discussion (10 mins)
➢What should assessment for 21st century skills in your opinion look like? Which  

characteristics/what elements do you think it should have? (in groups of 4-5 teachers, use 
10 mins to discuss in breakout rooms and present the groups’ points in the plenary)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DqWCJZH8ziQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CkFWbC91PXQ


Assessing 21st century skills

• What should assessment for 21st century skills look 
like? Which characteristics/what elements could it have?

• balanced and inclusive;

• responsive and provide opportunities for student self-reflection and self-assessment;

• flexible and diverse (use a variety of methods);

• incorporated into the day to day learning process;

• builds on previous knowledge, stimulates thinking and metacognition;

• includes methods such as non-judgmental peer-review, student logs to keep 
progress, teacher observation (non-formal) and journaling.



3. Assessment and the 
ReadTwinning Project: 
Practicing playful and 
digital assessment that 
includes 21st century skills



Time for action!

• How can a teacher assess 21st century skills in a digital way?
➢In addition to the various tools mentioned here (see the links below) the use of 

data analytics is a possibility for teachers to measure engagement and assess 
competencies.]

• Activity: In groups go over the following tools and answer the questions
➢17 digital assessment tools https://learninginhand.com/blog/know
➢Have you used some of these tools before and if yes how?
➢Design two forms of assessment to be used in the context of ReadTwinning

keeping in mind the core principles of playful assessment and 21st century skills. 
➢ What type of skills do they assess and how?
➢What do the tools used offer? Why is this important?

https://learninginhand.com/blog/know


• Google Forms: Create forms with hyperlinks, images, and 
videos. Use them for surveying and quizzes.

• Plickers: Plickers is a simple app that lets teachers collect 
real-time formative assessment data without the need for 
student devices.

• Poll Everywhere: A real-time polling app that works with 
mobile, Twitter, or in your web browser.

• Socrative.com: A free web-based service that lets you 
assess students with prepared activities or on-the-fly 
questions to get immediate insight into understanding.

• Nearpod: Nearpod works in the browser of any device to 
let you create or upload a slideshow, to which you then 
add your own questions.

• Classflow: Classflow lets you build lessons using cards you 
create using the content of your choice.

• Classkick: Upload a PDF and add text, drawings, photos, 
hyperlinks, and audio recordings to create dynamic lesson 
content.

https://wabisabilearning.com/blogs/assessment/17-formative-digital-assessment-tools

• Padlet: A free website for collecting and sharing text, 
images, videos, and files.

• Seesaw: Students show their work with photos, videos, 
drawings, text, PDFs, and links. You can also import 
directly from most popular apps.

• Recap: A free app that lets teachers prompt the students 
to explain their thinking on a question or topic using 
video.

• Kahoot: This is a popular free class quiz game that lets 
teachers use multiple choice or sequencing questions.

• Quizizz: Another great game and quiz-making application.

• Quizlet: Lets students learn and improve by studying with 
flashcards, games and more.

• Quizalize: This is a new website for playing class quiz 
games. The teacher inputs their own questions or they 
can use a pre-made quiz.

• Triventy: This is a tool for making group surveys and quiz 
games. Again, the teacher can use their own questions or 
use ones on the site.

• SketchParty TV: A Pictionary-style drawing game, perfect 
for reinforcing vocabulary and visual communication skills.

Time for action!        

https://www.google.ca/forms/about/
https://plickers.com/
https://www.polleverywhere.com/
http://socrative.com/
https://nearpod.com/
https://classflow.com/classflow/#!/learn-more
http://classkick.com/
https://wabisabilearning.com/blogs/assessment/17-formative-digital-assessment-tools
http://padlet.com/
http://web.seesaw.me/
https://letsrecap.com/
http://getkahoot.com/
https://quizizz.com/
https://quizlet.com/
https://www.quizalize.com/
http://www.triventy.com/
http://tonyv.me/sketchpartytv


Examples of assessment 
activities for ReadTwinning

1. 'Reading identity' portfolio

2. Student questionnaire

3. Interactive diaries and log book

4. Playful learning through creating (drawings, 
videos, playlists etc.)

5. Safe and Responsible use of ICT

6. Final ideas...



'Reading Identity' Portfolio (1)

An activity that enables student-centred learning that starts with an RT ‘reading identity’ portfolio:

Students at the beginning of the project:

a) What do I already know about my reading practices? What usually hinders my reading? (lack of 
books, lack of interesting books, time, quiet space, lack of connected reading with others; my 
association of reading with school homework etc.) See also Read Twinning Preliminary 
Questionnaire)

b) What do I want to improve? What do I want to continue doing? Which goals will I set and how will I 
know if I have reached them? e.g. I want to read 15 minutes per day/read 5 books per year/read all the 
books of this author/read more books by black female authors etc.

Students during the project:

c) Implementing reading strategies and journaling about it during RT project

Students at the end of the project:

d) Self-evaluation/Peer-sharing/Parent-sharing/Teacher assessment of portfolio



Student Questionnaire (2)

• Questionnaire encouraging students’ self-reflection and self-assessment: Teachers can use a 
small questionnaire before and after mapping some reading stances and assessing 
change. The questionnaire will also encourage students to recognise their own preferred styles of 
reading, their strengths and weaknesses, their changed attitudes towards reading, and their 
experiences in the project. This could also be in the format of a portfolio (see above).

Here teachers could evaluate whether there are changed attitudes towards reading in terms of:

• an increased interest in reading

• an increase in time spent reading (behavioural change)

• a change of attitudes towards reading that shifts the paradigm away from ‘reading as a duty’ 
towards ‘reading for pleasure’.

• An appreciation of the benefits of reading: opportunity for dialogue, for improving personal 
relationships; contributing to professional development and academic advancement.

• Teachers could also add a short self-reflection quiz at the end 
of the questionnaire: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyPGixiXiSI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uyPGixiXiSI


Interactive Diaries and Log Book (3)

• Interactive Diaries and log book: Members within the reading group can decide to keep a 
written record and/or video and/or audio recording of the progression of their 
experience e.g. by writing the funniest comments, the passages that triggered the most 
fervent discussion, the insights.

• This record/recording can take various forms: the outline of a “logbook” can be easily 
accessed via the ReadTwinning platform, which the group participants will be free to 
customize as they wish (an online diary, which allows to include audio, video, music tracks).

• After reading the book, the teacher can then suggest that a small video is made in which 
the group members talk about the book they read and the progress of their meetings, 
possibly in a playful way, for example in the form of a book trailer or parody. The videos of the 
various groups can be collected on the school website and eventually be projected during a 
meeting at the school library or in other common spaces.



Playful Learning through creation (4)

Playful learning used for assessment:
A) children creating private YouTube videos as responses to books they read, collecting points based on 
books or questions they answer on the platform, getting badges etc.

B) creating maps of RT users connected in other schools in the country and then on an international 
level e.g. map of stories from other countries.

C) These activities can also be assessed by the teacher:

• reading aloud or dramatizing sections or passages;

• re-writes, parodies, fan fiction;

• creation of a book trailer;

• development of a playlist suitable for the book;

• creation of drawings and illustrations for the ideal book cover.



Safe and Responsible use of ICT (5)

An activity on ethical, safe and responsible use of digital media/ICT. This helps with developing 
digital competencies. Examples of such activities:

a) Students create their own fake news by considering the characteristics of fake news OR students 
adopt role-play by pretending they are reporters. Instead of reporting accurate information about the 
book, they end up writing and spreading misinformation and fake news about the book.

b) Questionnaire using multiple-choice questions or using images to evaluate students’ media 
literacy. Teachers can use ready-made online questionnaires that ask from students to identify if the 
picture is fake or not and other online tools regarding misinformation (e.g. fakespot; TinEye)

c)Teachers prepare an Alternate Reality Game. For instance: the story plot can be that the protagonist is 
involved in an issue related to safe and responsible use of digital media ICT - for example 
privacy/e.g. someone in the future used his/her profile info and stole his/her identity and the 
students have to solve the mystery and find out the 'mistakes' that the protagonist did that ended up in a 
stolen identity). Discuss how students can adopt certain measures to protect their privacy, their data and 
avoid identity theft.



Some final ideas…(6)
o Another activity [could be integrated into the questionnaire] can evaluate whether students’ interests have 

changed/increased and whether the project has made students more aware of what their interests are, 
introduced new ones they were not even cognizant they had an interest in, perhaps sharpened their 
interest/increased their passion for a specific interest etc? This is an opportunity for the teacher to evaluate 
attitudes towards reading, whether students are able to communicate their own interests, and whether 
and how they have collaborated with others in this project. It is also an exercise in self-reflection.

o An activity that asks students to self-reflect on their own preferred ways of reading. E.g. If and how often 
did they stop to do a further search for a word/a name/a place they read about in the book; if any how they 
used ‘enhanced reading’ (examples from the Living Book project). The purpose of this exercise is to triggers 
students’ thinking on their own ways of reading which they may not be conscious of and to self-reflect on 
their own ‘reading identities’. This is an opportunity for the teacher to evaluate attitudes towards reading 
as well as the skill of self- reflection.

o An activity where the teacher selects an extract from a book that was part of one reading tandem and the 
students undergo a critical analysis of the text. There could be for example questions regarding 
representation, gender, stereotypes, other forms of discrimination (racism, disablism, ageism). Perhaps the 
book is itself including these stereotypes or the book is critical of them. This is an opportunity for the 
teacher to evaluate critical thinking skills.



Some more final ideas…!(6)

o Project: students collaborate on a book of their choice and present their presentation to one 
other local school (in their native/local language) and then one school abroad (in English). 
This helps with collaboration and communication skills as well 
as with creativity. YouTube/Storyjumper/Flipread

o Tik Tok: a student creates a Tik Tok (private video and shared via RT platform) inspired by the 
book they read and sends it to one other student to continue the video story, and so on and 
so forth. This helps not only to assess their collaboration competencies but also 
their understanding of the book, of the other person’s understanding of the book at the same 
time as doing it in a digital format consistent with the nature of the project 
(and connected readers)
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